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VINEYARD

Misha’s Vineyard 2025 Harvest Report — 19t vintage.
Bendigo, Central Otago, New Zealand

Detailed Report

It was a cold start to the growing season with snow in mid-September as well as significant rainfall.
The first signs of growth with woolly buds occurred in late September and by early October we
had budburst across most of the vineyard. Spring rain continued through October providing good
moisture for the early season growth.

On the 3rd of November we experienced a frost - for the second year in a row. The frost damage
overall was probably worse than last year and even apparent on some of the slopes that we
thought were frost-draining. We were thankful shoot thinning hadn’t commenced as were plenty
of shoots to help mitigate losses but it required extra work to maximize recovery growth.

During November we had good canopy growth and flowering started early December and lasted
for a couple of weeks. Flowering and fruit set went well due to the minimal rain at this time and
the usual spring winds were a positive as they ensured we didn’t have any stuck caps after
flowering. The fruit had little to no millerandage (ie ‘hen & chicken’ when the berries are of varied
sizes).

January was very dry so irrigation was increased to prevent any water stress, and we experienced
stronger than normal winds which tested the vineyard crew. Veraison commenced at the end of
January and was completed mid-February and the bird nets were applied.

Some blocks were leaf-plucked on the southern side of canopy to ensure good ripening in this
cooler season. With careful management during the season we avoided any incidence of powdery
mildew or botrytis.

Without so many super-hot days over the season, our white varieties have developed some
excellent flavours whilst still retaining good acidity and freshness and we’ve also avoided any
shrivel in the Pinot Noir. The early season frost did cause some mixed fruit ripening which largely
evened out through the season but when harvesting the Gewdirztraminer, Sauvignon Blanc and
Pinot Gris, we saw a slightly wider range of ripeness. Overall, yields were below average due to
the frost damage but fruit quality was very good.

All the juices and early stages of fermentation look great with excellent varietal expression and
elegance. It looks like being a particularly good year for Riesling with flavours appearing early
while still maintaining the typical bright lime acidity. Riesling is the only varietal that we can
sometimes get botrytis but this year the fruit condition was pretty close to perfect.

Just a final note about the frost over the past two years. These have been the only significantly
damaging events that we've had in our 20+ years of growing grapes on what we ‘generally’
considered a frost-free site due to our steep slopes.

Season GDDs: 1069 (1 Sep — 1 April) — A mild season at the lower end of our usual range.
(Misha’s Vineyard 14-year average is 1129 GDDs)

*  Minimum temp during season: -1.4C
*  Maximum temp during season 33C
* Average temp during season 14.6C
* Rainfall 237.2mm



VINEYARD
Summary Report

The 2025 Season (Bendigo, Central Otago)

A cool start to the season with lots of rain provided good moisture for early season growth. On
the 3rd November, we experienced a frost— the second time in over 20+ years! As it occurred
prior to shoot thinning, we were able to mitigate against losses and it only impacted certain blocks.
The rain eased and flowering and fruit set went well but we did have to contend with relentless
spring winds that lasted well into January. The second half of the season was reasonably
uneventful and without a lot of the super-hot days we often experience, which enabled us to hold
onto some good acidity and freshness in the white varieties and avoid any shrivel in the Pinot
Noirs. Vigilance on the vineyard ensured we had no incidence of disease and with leaf-plucking
we ensured good ripening in this cooler season. The frost damage did result in a slightly wider
range of ripeness in white varieties however all the juices and early ferments show good varietal
expression and elegance. The overall quality of the fruit was excellent but it was a slightly reduced
crop. Harvest commenced on the 26" March and was completed by 11" April. Growing Degree
Days (GDDs) this season were 1040.

Winemaker: Olly Masters (19" vintage with Misha’s Vineyard)
Vineyard Manager: David Mesecke (2" harvest with Misha’s Vineyard)

Sample thumbnails. Harvest images available from Dropbox link here



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/28zhhqraqwjjhpo0aaic5/AGaCI8LVdB40TPV8SFNDE0w?rlkey=xqvy8qd8q4xrdzav936mq152d&st=6y4nfh3k&dl=0
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