
 

 

Misha’s Vineyard ‘Lyric’ Riesling 2016 
 

 
Misha’s Vineyard Lyric Riesling is rated as a ‘POTENTIAL 
CLASSIC’ in the Buyer’s Guide to New Zealand Wines by 
Michael Cooper. This accolade is for a wine that in quality 
terms, consistently ranks in the very forefront of its class.  
 

 

5 stars  “This is the sort of 'dry' Riesling New Zealand 

needs a lot more of. Estate-grown and hand-harvested at Bendigo, in Central 
Otago, the youthful 2016 vintage (5*) is fractionally off-dry (4.5 grams/litre of 
residual sugar). It was mostly handled in tanks, but 14 per cent of the blend was 
fermented with indigenous yeasts in old French oak barrels. Bright, light 
lemon/green, it is finely scented, mouth-filling and vibrantly fruity, with 
penetrating, citrusy, limey flavours, dry but not austere, appetising acidity, a 
distinct touch of complexity and a finely poised, long finish. Likely to be long-lived, 
it should be at its best 2021+.” Aug 2019 (Michael Cooper, Buyer’s Guide to New 
Zealand Wines) 
 

95/100  5 stars “Exquisitely fine and fabulously 

expressed, the wine shows lemon peel, apple and fig characters with a touch of 
spicy complexity. The palate delivers excellent concentration and focus, brilliantly 
structured by bright acidity, leading to a superbly long refined finish. Style: Dry. At 
its best: now to 2026. July 2019.” (Sam Kim, www.wineorbit.com) 
 

94/100 “Complex, varietal and focused bouquet of Riesling with aromas of 

preserved lemon and dried apple, fresh & preserved pear. Very floral with apple 
blossom and pressed rose. Bursting with flavour and texture on the palate - 
showing off acidity and citrus flavours, white peach and sweet red apple. 
Finishing long and dry with a satin texture. A lovely example with a cellar time 
option as well as immediate drinkability - you decide. Drink well now and through 
2028.” August 2019 (Cameron Douglas MS, www.camerondouglasms.com) 
 

 

93/100 “Dry, silken-textured riesling with lime and white flower flavours. A 

hint of sweetness creates subtle tension with fruity acidity. A delicate and 
ethereal wine 10/5/2019.” (Bob Campbell MW, www.therealreview.com) 
 

18.5/20 “Misha Wilkinson loves aromatic grape varieties and produces two 

Rieslings from her hillside vineyard above the shores of Lake Dunstan in Bendigo, 
Central Otago. The winemaker is Ollie Masters and they have made Lyric Riesling since 2009 but most of it has 
been exported, so it has remained under the radar of most New Zealand wine drinkers. It’s the dry wine of the 
pair of Rieslings produced by this wine brand and while the 2017 vintage was relatively cool, which makes this 
wine taste restrained in terms of fruit expression, it is drinking well now, especially with fresh aromatic Thai 
food.It will develop in the bottle positively for at least a decade.(Joelle Thomson, www.joellethomson.com) 
 
 

“...This is the sort of 'dry' Riesling New Zealand needs a lot more of...”                                                     
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