
 

 

Misha’s Vineyard ‘Cantata’ Pinot Noir 2017 
 

94/100  5 stars “Perfumed and inviting, the 

attractively expressed bouquet shows dark cherry, plum, thyme and game characters 
with nuances of toasted almond and dark mushrooms. The palate delivers juicy fruit 
intensity and flowing mouthfeel, wonderfully complemented by fine texture and silky 
tannins. At its best: now to 2023. Feb 2019”. (Sam Kim, www.wineorbit.com) 
 

92/100 “A captivating bouquet of Pinot with aromas of light red fruits, wild 

thyme, baking spices, mild toasty oak and with a distinctive energy. Youthful on the 
palate with acidity and fine tannins slightly ahead of the core of light red berry fruits, 
especially cherry then red apple and dried raspberry finishing with whispers of wild 
thyme and stony soil flavours. With a lengthy and dry finish and just medium weight 
this wine is perfect for lighter main course dishes or cheese. Decant for service 
through 2019 with best drinking 2020 through 2026.” (Cameron Douglas MS 
www.camdouglasms.com) 
 

92/100  Silver Ribbon “Seamless, silken and supple pinot noir with bright cherry 

and plum flavours together with a hint of crushed herb, spice and coffee flavours. An 
elegant, accessible and appealing wine.” March 2019 (The Real Review, Bob 
Campbell MW, www.BobCampbell.nz) 

 

18.5/20  “A cantata is a vocal composition with an instrumental accompani-

ment – with more complexity than a simple song… a fitting name for this silky 
smooth, medium bodied Pinot Noir from Misha’s Vineyard, which is dry, medium 
bodied, spicy flavoured with cherry notes and a lingering finish. This is the third 
vintage of Cantata Pinot Noir. It was first made in 2015 as a wine to serve by the 
glass at bars and restaurants and is now also available online to the public (that’s us) 
at www.mishasvineyard.com  It’s made from grapes grown on Misha and Andy 
Wilkinson’s Bendigo vineyard, one of the warmest areas of Central Otago and one of 
the first in the entire region to harvest grapes each year. This Bendigo vineyard 
benefits from altitude, ranging from 210 to 350 metres above sea level. The wine is 

made from a blend of Pinot Noir clones, including clone 6, the Abel clone, UCD5, 777, 114, 667 and clone 4; all 
contributing different aspects of flavour and structure to the wine. Cantata is a barrel selection of Pinot Noirs 
made from Misha’s Vineyard and while it’s not as structured as the brand’s top Pinot Noir (The High Note), 
Cantata has a silkiness that over delivers for this price. It drinks well now and will also age well for approximately 
seven to eight years in cool dark cellaring conditions. Production is capped at 700 to 800 cases of this wine, so it’s 
not high volume and is currently sold only in New Zealand.” (Joelle Thomson, www.joellethomson.com) 

 

4.5 stars  “Designed principally for 'on-premise' sale in restaurants, this label offers 

consistently good value. Estate-grown at Bendigo, the 2017 vintage was fermented with indigenous yeasts and 
matured in French oak hogsheads (14 per cent new). Ruby hued, it is floral and supple, with mouthfilling body 
and fresh, youthful cherry, plum and spice flavours, showing very good ripeness and complexity. A vibrantly fruity, 
finely textured, very harmonious red, it's already drinking well, but should be at its best 2020+. (Michael Cooper, 
Buyer’s Guide to New Zealand Wines) 
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