APRIL 2007

@ g 0%\ _

B

- : B N S
& Winemause 3
t. NATIONAL JOURANAL OF THE WINE INDUSTRY, SINCE Jpﬁliélfi ’ I

I':
Trellis rﬁanagemgnﬂ_ \
winds F;f.l'qh'a'_hge-l %
i ks &

ne sales str.ugéxle
. as pla‘ﬁtinggﬂdgcﬁhﬁf:— |

; |'
Q% alternatives

Fiitration innovation




Trellising

Wind worries shaded by cloth

Jokn Hudswell

Harsh spring winds si¢ an afafizal Fﬂﬂ-ﬂn in many Tl.'gilm'!.“j
can severely affect grath of now sheots. Now ome Cenirsl Uiago,
Mew Fealand, vinevand has come up with an innovetive way of wing
shade clotl 1o protect delicate Pinot Noir vines from e beliiang
gales. Misha's Vineyenl viticultarsa Robin Dicey horroerd wind
prodeciion eechnbques that are normally the desrais of cechand
oaners anmd homicalurists, and applied them o witiculinre with
Empressive resuls.

The vineyand iorigiaally femured scon afier estabivhment in the
January 2006 edition of Grapegronnee & Winemaleri, lies on he
wheep casbern alopes and erraces of Lake Dunstan, and & peoss 0
wrssually sirong winds dering spring and £arly demmer.

Somethimg Bad 1 be doae o reduce wind damage, and Dicey
found & solutics thavugh an essual applicatsn invoivng shade
choh, Dicey's idea was 1o swesch the cloth the full height of the
vineyand poes aleng every Reath pow o provide shelter fbor young
et Modr vines Teom the harsh winds.

=Prior b0 the inakallaieon of (he shade cloth, we were seeing beaf
{atter, sandblast desicoarion and general dansape bo the growing 1ips
of the Pimot Moir vines in (he exporied sreas.” sohl Dioex. “Bul in
just & Eew weeks since the shelter cloth fas been emotod, we have
wsen & marked imgrovement in the vites, o evidenced by ihe longer
internade lenpth and larger leaves. We know that the benedits of
ki el imate we're exlablishisg behingd the shelrer will continue
s provide henefits in neducing mochasissl damage, aad improve
fhowering. fruit-set, and evestually yield"

smar idea

b was duriag the mitial conwhation ssf svalimion of 1his
poteniial vincxand sits that consuliag vitkculuriag Dr Rickars)
Senarn fara raised ibe jssue of wisd management. He praised the
m;hilp].,nh-;lim:wﬁﬂ'lrthﬂu had seen in (Haga due
a5 excelieni cool air draimape - given Bl frosd s an ivee for mod
vinevards in the area. Hiowever he specifiod that the nortb-wea
fcing vineyurd should by extablished with pow directions running
casd-wesl deran The sleep aloges o that they were perpendiculas i
the wimd. and that wind hreaks should Be installed 10 protect the
vines and 10 retais the warmil

As the second stage of the vineyard was establizbed n 2005
o inchide Bewe wind-prone lalefronl lomaces and slopes, the
issue of wind proloction was mised again as one of the Ley nans
of optimising vine growth im the Modgling vireyard, Dhcey had
become familiar with the wisd pakerns o the viseyard but the
silg posed some bvvues for o matural shelior bell given s smlipls
levels, the stecp slopes on eech of the plasted area, nol o menkion
1B o] peotection requiremants of this “oinstanding landwape™
rore prohibitisg 1he cuablsshment of shelier beks and the planting
of S8y NON-NSIVe vegeLalion.

Eflactive soliion

Dicey convuhed with Lindusy 500l from Met Pro. providon off
shade choth, and Scoit confirmed thal runnisg the preceoiive canopy
vortically aleng the viseyand rows would ke an cffective solution o
the protdem.

The shake clah 2eleciad was an HPDE monalilsmen ketwn a.
=Sman shade™ which provides up 10 30% wind reduciion, and ke
chih was custessised dAn Mei Peo's Austmlian faciory to a |6 metie
width, 10 maich the post height with just cacugh gap = the base in
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relieve (he wind pressure, asd specified as sand collourod o Blerd
wiith iBse surroisdisegs
The specklc henelies of erecting the arfificial sheber using the
shade cloth on Misha's Vimevard have bogn:
presecling e spil
Comrerving woil Mmoisbee
ismgeovement in irrlgaien elficiency
bedler wimking gonditions fof vineyand it
better geowing conditions for the vines Suniag sprisg.
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Dicey bas alus modificd the trellis sysiem o8 Misha's Vireyand
#o Nurther miligase the wind base, W08 wystiem with one [ruiting wine
el theee paiss of follsge wires, inatead of the usual rwo paims, winch
prowides addileonal canofry sspEort Bof Che FOaRE VIS

Free training!

i Your wire height.

Made to measure.

Super Grip cip.
Won't let go.
Deep 'V gives
plenty of room

to get shoots
onto the wire,

Wind firm.
Rigid construction.
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